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Sponsored by
United We Stand WI
(A service of Grassroots Empowerment Project)

Funded by:
· Substance Abuse and Mental Health Service Administration

· WI Bureau of Prevention Treatment and Recovery

· Private Donations
April 3rd, 4th and 5th
Concourse Hotel
Madison WI

Sunday, April 3th
3:00 – 6:00 PM
Registration 

5:00 – 5:15

Volunteer Meeting

5:15 – 6:00 

Leadership Academy Reunion / Graduate Meeting

6:00 – 7:00

Dinner
7:00 – 8:00
Keynote Speaker
Monday, April 4th
7:30 – 8:30 AM
Breakfast
8:30 – 10:00
Keynote Speaker 

10:00 – 10:15
Break

10:15 – 11:45
Identifying Our Issues
(Reviewing Position Papers)
11:45 – 1:00 PM
Lunch Buffet / Issue Roundtables


1:00 – 2:30 
Identifying Our Issues Cont.
2:30 – 2:45 

Break

2:45 – 3:45   
How to Talk to Your Legislator
5:30 – 8:00

Banquet
8:00 – 9:30
Sign Making Gala

Tuesday, April 5th
(Paid for through Donations and Registrations Fees)

7:30 – 8:30 AM
Breakfast 




8:30 – 9:00 

March to the State Capitol
9:00 – 10:00

Press Conference

10:00 – 12:00 PM
Meetings with Your Legislators
12:00 – 1:30
Lunch and Wrap Up  
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Things to Know About Empowerment Days
In case you are new to attending Empowerment Days, here is some information:

· Empowerment Days was created BY and FOR consumers of mental health services

· Empowerment Days is OUR chance to make OUR voices heard by the people  who create policies and laws about and for US
· WE are the experts on our lives and lawmakers and policymakers need to hear from US before making decisions about US
· By working together we CAN and WILL make positive changes in the mental health system

Things to do to prepare for Empowerment Days

· Work with other consumers in your area to coordinate transportation.  You will need to work as a team!!  There will be no mileage reimbursement and GEP will not assist in arranging your transportation
· You will need to make your own appointments with your elected officials. If you would like assistance contact Maggie. If possible, work with other consumers in your area to set up a group visit!
· Fill out the Empowerment Days registration form COMPLETELY and CLEARLY.  If you know who you want to have as a roommate make sure you write it down- otherwise we will assign you a roommate. If there is a personal reason that you MUST have your own room, tell us what that is and we will try our best to accommodate you.
· The first 20 registrations from each of the 8 regions of the state will be accepted. Other registrations will be accepted based on space.
· Your registration form must include a $20.00 check to help cover the costs of this event.
· Be sure to pack some nice clothes.  We have a dinner banquet with some very important policymakers on Monday April 4th and then meetings with Legislators on April 5th.  
· Be ready to participate in discussions and ask lots of questions.  YOU will be helping decide what our biggest issues are and what message we want to give to lawmakers and policymakers.
If you have questions about Empowerment Days you can contact:

Molly Cisco- mollycisco@msn.com
Maggie Keneen- mkeneen@yahoo.com
Or call Maggie or Molly at 1-800-770-0588

Empowerment Days Registration

Registration Form
PLEASE NOTE IF YOU HAVE BEEN A NO-SHOW AT A GEP EVENT IN THE LAST YEAR – YOUR REGISTRATION MAY NOT BE ACCEPTED!!
Registration Deadline is Friday March 25, 2011- NO EXCEPTIONS
YOU MUST FILL OUT FORM COMPLETELY 
ENCLOSE A CHECK FOR $20.00
 PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
Name
















Address















City/State/Zip













Phone




     Email










I am a   male ____     female ____

Do you require any type of special accommodation due to a disability (wheelchair accessible room, sign language interpreter etc)?  
Do you have any necessary dietary requirements?  
My roommate is 













Please find me a roommate ____
I would be interested in helping out as a volunteer in the area of (Please Check):

__ Transportation to/from Capitol
__ Leading a small group issue discussion

__ Press Packet Set-up


__ March Leader

__ Capitol Ambassador (helping folks find their way)


__ Banquet Greeter


__ Sign Making Leader
Mail to:
GEP
PO Box 8683

Madison, WI 53708
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April 3rd, 4th and 5th, 2011
Concourse Hotel
Madison, WI
Grassroots Empowerment Project Inc

PO Box 8683

Madison, WI  53708
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